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REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS
MANILA

Note No. 231578

The Department of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Royal
Embassy of Cambodia and has the honor to inform the Embassy that the Republic of
the Philippines and the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) will co-
chair the High-Level Dialogue to Address Transnational Crime and Human Trafficking
Associated with Casinos and Scam Operations in Southeast Asia on 28 June 2023 in
Bangkaok, Thailand.

The Dialogue aims to provide a platform for the region to share information and
insights on transnational organized crime and trafficking into casino and cyber scam
operations, and explore the preparedness of the region to respond.

The overall aim is to gather views and information as a basis for a strategic plan
that can be drafted and shared by the Government of the Philippines, as the Voluntary
Lead Shepherd on Trafficking in Persons for the ASEAN Region and Senior Officials
Meeting on Transnational Crime (SOMTC), with the support of UNODC as UN
custodian of the UN Convention against Transnational Organized Crime (UNTOC).

In view of the foregoing, the Department has the further honor to request the
Embassy’s assistance in forwarding the invitation letter, with the attached Program,
Concept Note, Registration Form, and Presentation Guidelines, to the relevant
government agencies. The Department wishes to note that each country may
nominate a total of four (4) officials to participate in the Dialogue. The deadline for
the submission of the registration forms is on 24 May 2023.

The Department of Foreign Affairs avails itself of this opportunity to renew to
the Royal Embassy of Cambodia the assurances of its highest consideration.

Pasay City, 17 May 2023

ROYAL EMBASSY OF CAMBODIA

MANILA

| HOW.L EMBASSY OF CABRBOGLA l

Recelved H
3
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15 May 2023
Excellency,

Subject: High Level Dialogue to Address Transnational Organized Crime and Human Trafficking
Associated with Casinos and Scam Operations in Southeast Asia, Bangkok, Thailand, 28 June
2023

The Department of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of the Philippines and the United
Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) Regional Office for Southeast Asia and the Pacific
(ROSEAP) are honored to extend this invitation to the Government of Cambodia to attend a High
Level Dialogue to Address Transnational Organized Crime and Human Trafficking Associated with
Casinos and Scam Operations in Southeast Asia to take place on 28 June 2023 in Bangkok,
Thailand (please see the attached concept note and draft agenda).

The ASEAN region is facing unprecedented challenges posed by organized crime and illicit
economies. Thousands of people from across the Asia region are being trafficked to work in
casino and cyber scam operations, lured by the prospect of lucrative employment opportunities.
Yet, trafficking in persons (TIP) is only one form of transnational organized crime associated with
these criminal businesses. Related digital technology fraud, extortion, money laundering, and
corruption are creating challenges for authorities across the region.

This dialogue aims to provide a platform for the region to share information and insights
on transnational organized crime and trafficking into casino and cyber scam operations, and
explore the preparedness of the region to respond. The overall aim is to gather views and
information as a basis for a strategic plan that can be drafted and shared by the Government of
the Philippines as the Voluntary Lead Shepherd on TIP for the ASEAN region and Senior Officials
Meeting on Transnational Crime (SOMTC), with the support of UNODC as UN custadian of the UN
Convention against Transnational Organized Crime (UNTOC).

The organizers are inviting the Government of Cambodia as a key member of the ASEAN
region to nominate a total of four (4) officials (including one at the Director General level) from
the public security or the interior (or equivalent), police, foreign affairs, and justice who are
involved in respending at the policy and/or operational levels. The meeting will be conducted in
English. No simultaneous interpretation will be provided. In-line with UN Secretariat regulations,
the cost of the meeting participation, including a return economy class air ticket, hotel
accommodation, meals and local transportation, will be borne by UNODC and provided as a
meeting service arrangement. No further payments will be made to participants.

The Department of Foreign Affairs, Republic of the Philippines, and the United Nations
Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) Regional Office for Southeast Asia and the Pacific (ROSEAP),
would like to thank in advance the relevant authorities for channeling this invitation to the
corresponding national entities to attend this High-Level Dialogue and for submitting the
registration forms of nominees to UNODC by 24 May 2023 (see the attached registration form).

.../ Please do not
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Please do not hesitate to contact Dr. Rebecca Miller, UNODC Regional Coordinator -
Human Trafficking and Migrant Smuggling (rebecca.miller@un.org) and / or Ms. Beatriz Ines
Herrera-Davila (beatriz.herreradavila@dfa.gov.ph), Second Secretary and Consul, Embassy of the
Republic of the Philippines should you have any further questions.

Please accept the assurances of our highest consideration.

Jeremy Douglas
Regional Representative
Southeast Asia and the Pacific

Edydrdo José Afde Vega

Acting Undersecretary for Migrant Workers’ Affairs
Department of Foreign Affairs

Republic of the Philippines
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High level dialogue to Address Transnational Organized Crime and Human
Trafficking Associated with Casinos and Scam Operations in Southeast Asia

Concept Note — 28 June 2023, Bangkok, Thailand

The ASEAN region is facing unprecedented challenges posed by organized crime and illicit
economies. Thousands of people from across the Asia region are being trafficked into casino and
cyber scam operations, lured by the prospect of lucrative employment opportunities. Organized
criminal groups use deception to recruit workers with skill sets, including IT, and use different
methods to control those trafficked to engage in illegal casino and related cyber scam activities,
and often to coerce targets to invest in fraudulent cryptocurrency platforms. As the funds
disappear, targets are pressured to make additional deposits to recuperate funds, increasing the
amount of money stolen.

Trafficking in persons (TIP) is one form of transnational organized crime linked to these operations
— intertwined with fraud, extortion, money laundering, and corruption — creating challenges for
authorities across the region. These threats are becoming increasingly integrated across ASEAN,
with neighboring countries, and with other connected regions. At the same time, illicit financial
flows connected to these criminal activities are having a major impact on stability in parts of the
region. Fundamentally, addressing these issues in one country alone is not going to make an
impact as criminal networks are able to quickly regroup and move operations.

This dialogue aims to provide a platform for the region to share information on the situation, and
explore the preparedness of the region to respond. The overall aim is to gather views and
information as a basis for a strategic plan that can be drafted and shared by the Government of
the Philippines as the Voluntary Lead Shepherd on TIP for the ASEAN region and Senior Officials
Meeting on Transnational Crime (SOMTC), with the support of UNODC as UN custodian of the UN
Convention against Transnational Organized Crime (UNTOC).

It invites delegates from the Ministries of Interior / Home Affairs, Foreign Affairs, Police, and
Justice from ASEAN Member States and People's Republic of China, who are involved in
responding to the cyber scam operations at the policy and / or operational levels. It also
welcomes the UNODC Regional Representative for Southeast Asia and the Pacific,c, UNODC
Regional Coordinators, and other UNODC staff.
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High level dialogue to Address Transnational Organized Crime and Human
Trafficking Associated with Casinos and Scam Operations in Southeast Asia

28 June 2023, Bangkok, Thailand

Time Programme

DRAFT PROGRAMMIE - as of 5 May 2023

08:30-90:00 | Registration
09:00 - 09:10 | Opening remarks by the Department of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of the
Philippines
e Mr. Eduardo José A. de Vega, Acting Undersecretary for Migrant
Workers’ Affairs, Department of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of the
Philippines
09:10 - 09:20 | Opening remarks by the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC)
s Mr. Jeremy Douglas, Regional Representative, UNODC Regional Office for
Southeast Asia and the Pacific (ROSEAP)
| 09:20-10:00 | Overview of transnational organized crime (TOC) in casinos and cyber scam
operations
s UNODC presentation on TOC including human trafficking, fraud, illicit
financial flows, and corruption
10:00-10:30 | Morning break & photo
10:30-12:30 | How ASEAN Member states are impacted by TOC and trafficking associated with
, casinos and cyber scam operations
) e Presentations by ASEAN Member States & the People’s Republic of China
{10 minutes per country)
12:30-13:30 | Lunch
\
13:30-15:00 | What are the solutions?
e Facilitated discussion to identify priorities and recommendations
15:00 - 15:30 | Afternoon break
15:30-16:30 | Review and finalization of priorities, recommendations, and next steps
| 16:30 - 16:40 Closing remarks Department of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of the Philippines
e Mr. Eduardo José A. de Vega, Acting Undersecretary for Migrant
Workers’ Affairs, Department of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of the
Philippines
16:40 - 16:50 | Closing remarks by UNODC
e Mr. Jeremy Douglas, Regional Representative, UNODC ROSEAP
18:00 Reception
|
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High level dialogue to Address Transnational Organized Crime and Human
Trafficking Associated with Casinos and Scam Operations in Southeast Asia

REGISTRATION FORM - 28 June 2023, Bangkok, Thailand

Registration details

First name (as per your passport):

Middle name (as per your passport):

Last name (as per your passport):

Passport number:

Email:

Mobile number:

—Et;untry:

Department / Organization:

Job Title / Position:

Airport / city of flight departure:

Delegate details: [0 Head of Delegation

[0 Member of Delegation

Dietary restrictions

Please return the completed form, along with a copy of your passport for flight and hotel
reservations, by email to Ms. Chamaiporn Watchranet (chamaiporn.watchranet@un.org), UNODC
Programme Assistant, copying in Dr. Sylwia Gawronska (sylwia.gawronska@un.org), UNODC
Regional Programme Advisor, by 24 May 2023.

For inquiries, please email or call Ms. Watchranet: Tel: +66 65 935 8104.
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High level dialogue to Address Transnational Organized Crime and Human
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Country Presentation Guidelines — 28 June 2023, Bangkok, Thailand

1. All ASEAN Member States and the People’s Republic of China delegations will be given the
opportunity to make a formal presentation during the High-Level Dialogue.

2. Each delegation will be given 10 minutes to present. The organizing team kindly requests
delegations to not exceed the allotted time (1 presentation per country, which includes
key points from all participating agencies from your country).

3. Presentations and facilitated discussions during the meeting will focus on how countries
are impacted by transnational organized crime (TOC) of trafficking in persons (TIP) in
casinos and cyber scam operations. Organizers respectfully suggest country presentations
to include these elements in the presentation template that will be sent to participants:

a. How your country is impacted by illegal casino and cyber scam operations, specifically
the main trends, including:
s Nationals being trafficked
e Nationals being targeted as ‘Marks’ (persons who are being scammed)
e Impacts of other forms of transnational organized crime (e.g., illicit financial
flows, money laundering, corruption, cyber security, etc.)

b. Your country’s ongoing efforts to address TOC associated with casinos and cyber scam
operations

c. The three (3) biggest challenges you are facing at the national and regional level

d. The three (3) most pressing and / or relevant priorities for addressing TOC associated
with casinos and cyber scam operations at a regional level

4. Please prepare your country presentation in English language.

5. The organizers kindly request the submission of the country presentation prior to the
event via email to: Ms. Chamaiporn Watchranet (chamaiporn.watchranet@un.org) and cc
Dr. Sylwia Gawronska (sylwia.gawronska@un.org), UNODC Regional Programme Advisor,
and Ms. Beatriz Ines Herrera-Davila (beatriz.herreradavila@dfa.gov.ph), Second Secretary
and Consul, Embassy of the Republic of the Philippines.

Throughout the meeting, delegations are expected to actively participate and share their
views in order to draw evidence-based conclusions and pave the way forward to address
the issue of transnational organized crime in the region.
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6. Please do not hesitate to contact Dr. Sylwia Gawronska or Ms. Beatriz Ines Herrera-Davila
should you have any further questions.

Dr. Sylwia Gawronska Ms. Beatriz Ines Herrera-Davila
Regional Programme Advisor Second Secretary and Consul
United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime Embassy of the Republic of the Philippines
Email: sylwia.gawronska@un.org Email: beatriz.herreradavila@dfa.gov.ph
Tel: +66 65 362 4227 Tel: +66 2 259 0139 ext. 115

+66 983 340 469



