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REPUBLIK INDONESIA

JOINT DECLARATION OF
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF INDONESIA
AND
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
ON THE PROTECTION OF MIGRANTS AND MIGRANT WORKERS

' The Government of the Republic of Indonesia and the Government of the Republic
. of the Philippines, as parties to the International Convention on the Protection of the

Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families adopted by General

Assembly resolution 45/158 of 18 December 1990 and the ASEAN Declaration on

3 the Protection and Promotion of the Rights of Migrant Workers, signed in Cebu on 13

January 2007, have agreed on the following principles to further strengthen their
cooperation in the promotion and protection of the rights of migrants and migrant
workers:

1.

Migrants and migrant workers play an important role in the economic growth and
development of both the countries of origin and countries of destination. This role
could be further enhanced by ensuring that their rights are recognized and
protected by legally-binding international instruments. Towards this end, both
sides shall endeavor to consult with each other and adopt common positions in
the negotiation of international or regional instruments concerning migrants and
migrant workers, particularly the negotiation of an ASEAN legal instrument on
the protection and promotion of the rights of migrant workers and their families.

Diplomatic and consular missions are important instrumentalities of government
to extend support and protection to their citizens temporarily or permanently
residing within their respective diplomatic and consular jurisdictions.

3. As countries of origin, the Republic of the Philippines and the Republic of

Indonesia shall promote mutual support and cooperation between their respective
diplomatic and consular missions abroad to provide protection to their migrants
and migrant workers temporarily or permanently residing abroad, including
through capacity building cooperation, regular consuitation, exchange of views
and best practices.

The two Governments shall promote mutual support and cooperation between
their respective diplomatic and consular missions in a third Country, particularly
by assisting the other Government in providing protection to its migrants and
migrant workers in that Country. For this purpose, their diplomatic and consular
missions in a third Country, where there is a substantial number of their migrants
or migrant workers, will meet regularly for exchange of information and
coordination.

e
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5. The two Governments reaffirm that the provision of mutual consular assistance
shall be rendered to both documented and undocumented migrants or migrant
workers in an equal manner. They further emphasize that protection and
consideration shall be granted to women and children, especially those who are
victims of human trafficking or people smuggling.

They agree to intensify their existing cooperation under the framework of the
Memorandum of Understanding between the Department of Manpower and
Transmigration of the Republic of Indonesia and the Department of Labor and
Employment of the Republic of the Philippines concerning Migrant Workers,
signed on 18 January 2003.

Nothing in this Joint Declaration shall prevent one side to seek the assistance
and support of a third state for the protection and promotion of the rights of their
migrants and migrant workers.

Adopted this 9" day of February 2015 in Manila, Philippines.

For the Government of the For the Government of the
Republig\of Indonesia Republic of the Philippines

Signed Signed

RETMO L. P. MARSUDI ALBERT F. DEL ROSARIO
Mirister for Foreign Affairs Secretary of Foreign Affairs




Dear Reiko and-Jackie;
Very Happy New Year! 2018;

| am sorry to keep you await the achievement of our plan, as decided in Yangoon last July 21-22, 2017,
which we agreed to organize a sending country dialogue to identify common needs and common
resolutions in which to protect our migrant workers from any form of exploitation and trafficking in
persons.

Cambodia still commit itself to host the meeting and will organize in Siemreap Angkor, the main cultural
City of the Kingdom of Cambodia, on March 29" -30", 2018.

As planned, the meeting should be organized in November 2017, however, the event was changed due to
the prompt solution of destination country, Thailand, who make change their decision, and make us
awaiting the impact of the action made. So far, December 2017 was the final stage of the provision of legal
document to workers, but now it will not be finished and will extend to six months later.

I think we, as sending countries, should work together in setting our collaboration plan to protect our
workers who are spending forces at destination country with lack of protection.

The National Committee for Counter Trafficking in persons, NCCT, Cambodia, would like to reaffirm our
commitment to host the meeting and like to invite our Government partners from Myanmar, Lao PDR
together to discuss on this issue.

Please let me know who should participate in this even? As my opinion, | like to invite representatives from
Ministry of Labor, (a Director General, another technical person), someone from any commission who in
charge of Anti-trafficking, (COMMIT taskforce? Or other commission?), ILO, IOM, who else? Can be 5 to 10
persons from each country, Myanmar and Lao PDR.

Each country member, should find for support from individual country on airfare, and accommodation for 2
nights, in Cambodia, and we will support meeting room, foods, transportation, sight seeing, ...

I will set up some visits surround cultural sites.

Thanks, | look forward to hearing from you and our country partners, and will discuss more to finalize our
meeting plan. ’

Yours Sincerily,

Chou Bun Eng
Secretary of State, Ministry of Interior,
Vice Chairperson, NCCT, Cambodia.



What are the point of view:

Need to send more workers abroad? Why? Destination still need workers? How many? For
how long? How many? How to manage? How to collaborate and share responsibilities,
benefits, burden ... between origin and destination countries?

How to arrange the process of sending, receiving and reintegration? Could set up the term of
migration, such as 2-4 years has to be back to take care home two years, then can apply
again. It will avoid the negative impacts that the returned is only eldership, sickness,
handicap, drug addicted, which is new burden on the origin country government in solving
poverty issues.

How to protect and assist migrants while they face problems? How to form migrant’s
association or group to ease contact and disseminate information.

How to elevate migrant’s rights to stay, to work, to earn, to care their children or
subordinate family? To send money home?

Need to solve the issues of 3 groups at the same time:

Potential or pre-migrants

Workers &community at the
borders

Workers in Thailand

Informed choices
Informed policy

How to educate
How to reintegrate

Legalize
Followup

Form associations/mechanism
for helping each other
Next step

arrangement

What are the “legal document package?”

How to ease the process in order to allow migrants to access to the package?

What are benefits in comparison between advantage and disadvantage? Need accurate
assessment.

Need win-win solution betwee: Gvt and Gvt; Gvt and employers or private sector;
employers and workers;

Network/system to disseminate required information at the destination country. Roles of
Gvt.

What is policy for daily and seasonal workers along border?

Should have common standard for sending and receiving countries in the region.
Migration is a cross cutting issues, should be part of policy and strategic plan development
for every issue.

Work system is needed

“Brokers bring us to employment rather than official channels .

Questions :

QI: What are the 3 priority areas of actions need to be done to assist workers abroad? (esp. in the
case of Thailand)

Q2: What are the 3 concrete things we can do together as origin country?




A1l: - Provide free access for migrants to have legal documents during given time.

Prepare assistance package to workers who decide to return home, or deported after the

restriction start.
- Review the strategy to send, receive and reintegration workers.

A2:  Common guidelines development for disseminating to workers

Negotiate or



