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Memorandum of Understanding
Between
Action Pour Les Enfants (APLE Cambodia)
And
The Ministry of Interior
On
Contribution to Humanitarian Acts in Child Protection in
Cambodia

Preface

Because of the fact that: The Ministry of Interior of the Royal
Government of Cambodia has expressed its desire, as stated in the MOU
that Action Pour Les Enfants (APLE Cambodia) contributes to the
humanitarian work for social welfare and public interest through mutual
cooperation in the Kingdom of Cambodia.

Because of the fact that: Action Pour Les Enfants (APLE Cambodia)
and the Ministry of Interior of the Royal Government of Cambodia
have to work together to combat child sexual abuse and exploitation and other
forms of human trafficking.

Because of the fact that: To fight against human trafficking and sexual
exploitation of children, Action Pour Les Enfants (APLE Cambodia)
and the Ministry of Interior of the Royal Government of Cambodia,
in direct and close collaboration with the General Commissariat of
Cambodian National Police, have the will and commitment to continue
the collaboration on the following humanitarian activities and projects:

Objectives

Both parties shall strengthen cooperation in the prevention, suppression,
rescue, protection and prosecution of all forms of human trafficking, child sexual
abuse and exploitation, and enhance the responsiveness of government institutions
relevant to criminal justice, especially the Department and its Units of the Anti-
Human Trafficking and Juvenile Protection, in the capital and provinces.

The Ministry of Interior of the Royal Government of Cambodia
and Action Pour Les Enfants (APLE Cambodia) have agreed as follows:




SECTION 1

Action Pour Les Enfants (APLE Cambodia)’s Obligations

Action Pour Les Enfants (APLE Cambodia) is responsible for the following:

Article 1: Collection and Provision of Confidential Information

- Action Pour Les Enfants (APLE Cambodia) will collect and provide
information including a preliminary report on suspicious activities related to
human trafficking, child sexual abuse and exploitation to the General
Commissariat of Cambodian National Police directly or through relevant
responsible departments and units for their mandated investigation, evidence
gathering and legal action.

- Action Pour Les Enfants (APLE Cambodia) will operate a 24/7
telephone and Internet Hotline to receive public reports on suspicious human
trafficking, child sexual abuse and exploitation activities, analyze the content and
provide information to the responsible departments and units to investigate and
take legal action.

- Action Pour Les Enfants (APLE Cambodia) will facilitate an exchange
of information and meetings between the National Committee for Counter
Trafficking (NCCT), the General Commissariat of Cambodian National Police, the
relevant responsible departments and units, international law enforcement and
other stakeholders, including Action Pour Les Enfants (APLE Cambodia) to

identify common solutions to any challenge when implementing the outlined

activities in this MOU.

Article 2: Crisis Intervention and Rescue

- Action Pour Les Enfants (APLE Cambodia) will coordinate and
provide appropriate support to the General Commissariat of Cambodian National
Police, responsible departments and units during victim rescuing operation,
victim identification, and ongoing criminal investigation process.

- Action Pour Les Enfants (APLE Cambodia) will cooperate with the
General Commissariat of Cambodian National Police, responsible departments
and units to assess the immediate need of child victims and provide according
support during their crisis intervention, including but not limited to psychological
counseling, welfare assistance, forensic and medical care support, and
coordination of the presence of the child’s legal guardian or a social worker
during police interview.

Article 3: Post Rescue Coordination

- Action Pour Les Enfants (APLE Cambodia) will cooperate and

coordinate with officials of the responsible departments and units and the
Department of Social Affairs, Veterans and Youth Rehabilitation to assess the need
of the affected children and facilitate referrals to appropriate services.

- Action Pour Les Enfants (APLE Cambodia) will cooperate and
facilitate provision of social and legal support services to victims and their
families, needed during their participation in the justice seeking process.

Article 4: Awareness Raising and Capacity Building
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Action Pour Les Enfants (APLE Cambodia) will co-organise, facilitate
and support the Training of Trainer initiative for national police officers of the
responsible departments and units in the area of child-centric application within
the criminal investigation process involving cases of human trafficking, child
sexual abuse and exploitation.

Action Pour Les Enfants (APLE Cambodia) will collaborate with and
support the national police officers who are appointed trainers to monitor and
evaluate the training outcomes.

Action Pour Les Enfants (APLE Cambodia) will work with the trained
national police officers to promote and enhance child-centric application at all
stages of the criminal investigation process involving children after their training.

Action Pour Les Enfants (APLE Cambodia) in collaboration with the
National Committee for Counter Trafficking (NCCT) and/or Sub-National
Committee for Counter Trafficking will organize training, disseminate knowledge
and raise awareness on human trafficking and child sexual abuse and exploitation
to selected members of NCCT and its subnational committees, local authorities,
communities, NGO partners, child parents/guardians, youth, children and the
private sector.

Action Pour Les Enfants (APLE Cambodia) in collaboration with the
National Committee for Counter Trafficking (NCCT) and/or Sub-National
Committee for Counter Trafficking will establish and capacitate network of civil
reporters in the selected at-risk communities, enabling their capacity to prevent
risks and protect vulnerable children from human trafficking and child sexual
abuse and exploitation.

Article 5: Research and Advocacy

- Action Pour Les Enfants (APLE Cambodia) will conduct research on
issues related to human trafficking and child sexual abuse and exploitation to
collate and analyze information, produce findings and provide evidence based
recommendations for implementing the existing and future knowledge
dissemination and advocacy activities, aimed to promote the protection of the
rights and best interests of vulnerable and affected children.

- Action Pour Les Enfants (APLE Cambodia) will collaborate with the
National Committee for Counter Trafficking (NCCT) to conduct and launch joint
research and knowledge dissemination on common issues agreed upon by both
parties.

Article 6: Other Cooperation

- Action Pour Les Enfants (APLE Cambodia) will offer other
cooperation relevant to, participate in national and sub-national strategic events
and support the implementation of the adopted National Plan Action to the best

of its capacity.

- Action Pour Les Enfants (APLE Cambodia) will participate in national
campaigns, aimed to prevent, protect and combat human trafficking and child
sexual abuse and exploitation.

- Action Pour Les Enfants (APLE Cambodia) will cooperate in the event
of and provide technical and/or financial support on drafting and making any




legal instrument that aims to tackle human trafficking and child sexual abuse and
exploitation.

Action Pour Les Enfants (APLE Cambodia) will be actively involved in
supporting, coordinating and providing inputs to the National Committee for
Counter Trafficking (NCCT) in the event of making and submitting periodic
reports on the status and progress of child rights implementation and efforts
against human trafficking, child sexual abuse/exploitation and other forms of
child violence in Cambodia to the United Nations.

Denial of Request

Action Pour Les Enfants (APLE Cambodia) may reject any request for
cooperation, assistance or involvement if it is deemed contradictory to the
national law and the content of this MOU.

Action Pour Les Enfants (APLE Cambodia) may also reject any request
if it is deemed contradictory to its vision, mission, statute, internal rules and
humanitarian principles of the Action Pour Les Enfants (APLE Cambodia) or
if the request exceeds the organisation’s available resources. Action Pour Les
Enfants (APLE Cambodia) will seek to provide sufficient information and
reasons to the requesting party in the event of such request being denied.

SECTION 2

Obligations of the Ministry of Interior

The Ministry of Interior is responsible for guaranteeing the following:

Article 8: The Ministry of Interior shall recognise the information provided by Action
Pour Les Enfants (APLE Cambodia) as legitimate and in compliance with the stipulated
procedural law relating to human trafficking and child sexual abuse and exploitation,
cooperate and respond promptly to the information in order to prevent, protect and rescue
victims, suppress crime and build a criminal case for prosecution.

Article 9: The General Commissariat of Cambodian National Police of the
Ministry of Interior and relevant authorities shall conduct investigation in response and
collect evidence related to human trafficking and child sexual abuse and exploitation cases
which Action Pour Les Enfants (APLE Cambodia) has provided in the spirit of
cooperation and mutual assistance.

Article 10: The General Commissariat of Cambodian National Police of the
Ministry of Interior shall recognize the use of technical tools the staff of Action Pour Les
Enfants (APLE Cambodia) use to collect information on suspected cases of human
trafficking and child sexual abuse exploitation as legitimate and in accordance with the law
of the Kingdom of Cambodia.

Article 11: The Anti-Human Trafficking and Juvenile Protection Police and other
competent authorities shall cooperate with Action Pour Les Enfants (APLE Cambodia) to
provide information to each other, ensuring confidentiality of professionalism, for the
purpose of preventing, protecting and rescuing victims from the risk of human trafficking,
and child sexual abuse and exploitation.




Article 12: The Anti-Human Trafficking and Juvenile Protection Police and other
competent authorities shall provide support to Action Pour Les Enfants (APLE
Cambodia)’s staff in identifying child victims, assessing their primary need, facilitating
forensic medical examination and assisting the presence of the child’s guardian or a social
worker during interview of child victims, and facilitating referrals of child victims to the
Department of Social Affairs, Veterans and Youth Rehabilitation or responsible agency.

Article 13: The Ministry of Interior and Action Pour Les Enfants (APLE
Cambodia) shall co-organize training events for sectarianized police officers of the Anti-
Human Trafficking and Juvenile Protection Department and its units as well as
other authorities on topics relating to human trafficking and child sexual abuse and
exploitation.

Article 14: The Ministry of Interior, through the National Committee for Counter
Trafficking (NCCT) or its subnational Committee for Counter Trafficking shall co-
ordinate training and knowledge dissemination on human trafficking and child sexual abuse
and exploitation for members of the Committees at national and subnational levels, relevant
authorities, NGO partners, child’s parents/guardians, youth, children and the private sector.

Article 15: The Ministry of Interior, through the National Committee for Counter
Trafficking (NCCT) or relevant authorities shall provide support to Action Pour Les
Enfants (APLE Cambodia) in establishing and capacitating network of civil reporters in
the selected at-risk communities in order to prevent and protect children from the risks of
human trafficking and child sexual abuse and exploitation.

Article 16: The Ministry of Interior, through the National Committee for Counter
Trafficking (NCCT) shall conduct research on topics related to human trafficking and
child sexual abuse and exploitation to collate and analyze information, produce findings and
evidence based recommendations for implementing knowledge dissemination that aims at
raising awareness and promoting the protection of the rights of the child and their best
interests.

Article 17: The Ministry of Interior, through the National Committee for Counter
Trafficking (NCCT) shall receive inputs for developing draft law and relevant legal
instrument, strategic plan and reports on the status and progress of protecting child rights
from human trafficking and child sexual abuse and exploitation in the Kingdom of Cambodia
to the United Nations.

Article 18: The Cambodian National Police and other competent authorities shall cooperate
promptly when Action Pour Les Enfants (APLE Cambodia) and its staff request urgent
cooperation in rescue of and assistance for child victims of human trafficking and child
sexual abuse and exploitation.

SECTION 3

Responsibility of Action Pour Les Enfants (APLE Cambodia)

Article 19: Action Pour Les Enfants (APLE Cambodia) shall adhere to the laws
and regulations of the Kingdom of Cambodia and shall not allow its staff to participate in any
other activity that may jeopardize national security, national unity, culture and tradition of
the Cambodian people.

Article 20: Action Pour Les Enfants (APLE Cambodia) shall execute all activities
and implement its humanitarian programs in Cambodia based on the available human
resources and the limit of its funds; and shall ensure that cooperation is sought for all




investigative activities and that information/evidence collected is provided to the General
Commissariat of Cambodian National Police through the responsible department and/or
unit for further legal action.

Article 21: Action Pour Les Enfants (APLE Cambodia) shall be neutral and only
participate in a humanitarian activity approved by the Ministry of Interior for social
welfare and public interest.

Article 22: Action Pour Les Enfants (APLE Cambodia) shall maintain
confidentiality of all information obtained in the spirit of this MOU in accordance with the
national law. Action Pour Les Enfants (APLE Cambodia) shall ensure the
protection of confidential information from unauthorized access or listening to,
modification, publication or distribution without permission in accordance with the national
law.

SECTION 4
Final Provisions

Article 23: Any dispute arising out of the interpretation or implementation of this MOU
shall be resolved through peaceful negotiation and understanding between the Ministry of
Interior and Action Pour Les Enfants (APLE Cambodia). This MOU may be
reviewed or amended at any point of time with the consent of both parties in writing.

Article 24: The Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) may be terminated by either party
after 60 days upon which the party gives written notice to the other party.

Article 25: This MOU shall be effective and continue the validity from the previous one for
five (5) years and may be renewed if both parties agree.

Article 26: The MOU is made in two versions, in Khmer and in English. Both versions are
of equal legal value.

Made in Phnom Penh, on. Buddhist Year 2563

whichison ...4%...... ofSeP{wMolg

On behalf of the Ministry of Interior, Action Pour Les Enfants
Secretary of State (APLE Cambodia)
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Her Excellency Ms. Chou Bun Eng Mr. Samleang Sei
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