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Bilateral Meeting and Signing of the Standard Operating Procedures (SOP) on
Law Enforcement Cooperation Between the Royal Government of Cambodia
and the Government of the Kingdom of Thailand, and draft its Plan of Action

25 - 26 August 2022, Bangkok, Thailand

A. Meeting Notes Day 1:

Bilateral Meeting and Signing of Standard Operating Procedures (SOP) on Law Enforcement

Cooperation
Date and Time 25 August 2022: 9:30-17.00
Venue The Sukosol Hotel, Bangkok
Chair e Deputy Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of Social

Development and Human Security (MSDHS) of the
Government of the Kingdom of Thailand, Ms. Ramrung
Worawat

e Secretary of State of the Ministry of Interior and
Permanent Vice Chairperson of the National Committee
for Counter Trafficking, of the Royal Government of
Cambaodia, H.E Chou Bun Eng

Participants See Annex 1 (Attendance List)
Agenda See Annex 2 (Agenda)
1. Opening

1.1. Master of ceremony, Mr. Ratchapon Maneelek, officially started the meeting by introducing
the chairs of the meeting and providing a brief overview of the agenda.
1.2. Official opening was provided by the Deputy Permanent Secretary of Ministry of Social

Development and Human Security (MSDHS) of the Government of the Kingdom of Thailand.

a) Deputy Permanent Secretary of MSDHS, Ms. Ramrung Worawat, welcomed Cambodian
delegates and emphasized the meeting is an excellent opportunity for both countries to
review the draft SOP and consider existing opportunities for collaboration on Trafficking
in Persons (TIP) in both countries.

b) Deputy Permanent Secretary, MSDHS, asserted the SOP will contribute to enhancing the
cooperation between the Royal Government of Cambodia and Government of the
Kingdom of Thailand. Thailand party approved the content of the SOP and agreed to
discuss the input from Thailand party and to draft the Plan of Action of the SOP jointly
with the Royal Government of Cambodia. The amendment was made to accommodate
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and ensure that both parties can work bilaterally under criminal justice systems of both
countries more effectively.

¢) Deputy Permanent Secretary, MSDHS of the Government of the Kingdom of Thailand,
expressed appreciation to the Cambodia party for the congenial partnership.

1.3.Opening was provided by Secretary of State of the Ministry of Interior and Permanent Vice

Chairperson of the National Committee for Counter Trafficking of the Royal Government of

Cambodia, Her Excellency (H.E) Chou Bun Eng.

a) H.E Chou Bun Eng, took the opportunity to express appreciation to the Government of the
Kingdom of Thailand to facilitate and continue the discussions, after 17 months of relative
silence due to the COVID-19 outbreak in both countries.

b) H.E Chou Bun Eng highlighted the evolving nature of the trafficking situation in the region
and the need to provide support and facilitate access to justice for both victims.

¢) H.EChou Bun Eng, explained changes made from the Cambodia party and proposed those
changes to the Thailand party for consideration.

d) H.E Chou Bun Eng expressed appreciation to the Government of Kingdom of Thailand, the
International Organization for Migration (IOM) and all partners who have supported the
process.

1.4. Remarks by Chief of Mission, IOM Thailand
a) The Chief of Mission of IOM Thailand, Geraldine Ansart, provided her welcome remarks
and expressed appreciation to the Government of the Kingdom of Thailand and the Royal
Government of Cambodia for the strong partnership and efforts that have been taken to
combat TIP and strengthen victim protection procedures. She summarized the overall
objective of the program of this meeting to finalize the SOP on Law Enforcement
Cooperation and draft the Plan of Action for the implementation of the SOP.

2. Key points of discussion
2.1 Meeting chairs from Royal Government of Kingdom presented the proposal to the
Government of the Kingdom of Thailand for their feedback and response. The following
points represent the proposed and agreed revisions from both parties.

a. Article 1 (Objective): Revise the wording and take the names of the countries out of
the sentence since it is already in the title. Both parties agreed.

b. Article 1 (Objective): Detailed changes from the Cambodia party are accepted by the
Thailand party.

c. Article 1 (Objective): Both countries agreed to delete the last paragraph of Article 1
which was proposed by the Cambodia party since both countries have ratified several
conventions, not only the Palermo Protocol and the ASEAN Convention and Plan of
Action against Trafficking in Persons.

d. Article 2 (Central Cooperation Center): Both countries discussed the section heavily
and agreed to insert “establish or assign”. The full sentence will be changed to the
following: “The parties agree to establish/assign a Central Cooperation Center for
collaboration stated in the SOP between Parties and their internal agencies”

e. Article 2 (Central Cooperation Center): The Thailand party rejected the proposal from
the Cambodia party to include details of the agencies at the national level in Article 2.
Both countries agreed to put the details of agencies in Annex 1.

f. Article 3 (Competent Officials): Cambodia party proposed to delete the text. Thailand
party rejected this proposal. Both countries agreed to keep the text. The article
remains the same.

g. Article 4 (Victim Identification): Both countries agreed to remove the number (1) and
use point 1 as a paragraph and Article 4.1 will start from 4.2



h. Article 4 (Victim Identification): The proposal from the Cambodia party was rejected
and both countries agreed to use the original text.

i. Article 4 (Victim Identification): Both countries agreed on the English editing,
replacing the word “should” to “shall” throughout the document.

j.  Article 4.11: IOM suggested replacing the word “deported” to “returned” to ensure
victim-centered approach in the document. Both countries agreed with the
suggestion. The final wording for Article 4.11 will be: “In case a person is returned
from one Party and subsequently identified as a victim of trafficking by the competent
officials of the receiving Party, the competent officials of the receiving Party must
notify the other Party of their finding and evidence accordingly. Following this, the
offender shall be brought into the legal proceeding.”

k. Article 4.12. Both countries agreed to remove the clause “If the victim consents” and
to add “taken into account the rights and benefits of the victims” at the end of the
sentence. The complete article will be: “Competent officials of the destination
countries shall contact and inform the suspected victim’s Embassy to notify them
about the case and to share relevant information on the case, taking into account the
rights and benefits of the victims.”

Article 4.13: Remains the same.

. Article 5: Proposal from the Cambodia party on 5.3 and 5.4 is accepted.

Article 6-11: Remain the same, no changes.

The Royal Government of Cambodia proposed to the Government of the Kingdom of

Thailand party to add Article 12. The Proposal was accepted with detailed wording, as

follows:

1. 12. Final Provision.

2. Any of the Parties may request to terminate the enforcement of this Standard
Operating Procedure at any time by notifying the other party in writing through a
diplomatic channel. Such termination shall take effect within a period of 50 days
after the other party receives the written notice.
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3. Keyresults
3.1. Both parties agreed to accept all the changes and discussions result at 15:47, Bangkok time.

2.2.Both parties agreed to review the translation of the SOP both in Khmer and Thai language, as
well as the signed English version.
2.3.Both parties signed the bilateral SOP on Law Enforcement Cooperation. -)r



B. Meeting Notes Day 2

Bilateral Meeting to Discuss the Plan of Action on the Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs) on

Law Enforcement Cooperation

Date and Time 26 August 2022: 9:00-15.00
Venue The Sukosol Hotel, Bangkok
Chair e Secretary of State of the Ministry of Interior and
Permanent Vice Chairperson of the National Committee
for Counter Trafficking of the Royal Government of
Cambodia, H.E Chou Bun Eng
e Deputy Director General, Department of Trafficking in
Persons Litigation, Office of Attorney General of the
Government of the Kingdom of Thailand, Mr. Pravit
Roykaew
Participants See Annex 1 (Attendance List)
Agenda See Annex 2 (Agenda)
1. Opening
a) Master of Ceremony, Mr. Ratchapon Maneelek, opened the meeting by introducing the chairs
of the meeting and providing an overview of the agenda. Participants accepted the agenda.
The master of ceremony handed the forum to Chair H.E Chou Bun Eng.
b) Chair of meeting, Secretary of State of the Ministry of Interior and Permanent Vice

Chairperson of the National Committee for Counter Trafficking of the Royal Government of
Cambodia, H.E Chou Bun Eng, welcomed the participants. She emphasized the importance of
the two countries to have a common understanding and approach to uphold victim rights and
ensure the provision of access to justice. The chair noted that the SOP on bilateral cooperation
between Cambodia and Thailand parties would strengthen the cooperation between the two
countries in mutual respect and address existing challenges. The chair proposed for the
agenda to focus on the development of the Plan of Action (POA) for the implementation of
the SOP in 2022-2024.

Chair of meeting, Deputy Director General of Office of Attorney General of the Government
of the Kingdom of Thailand, Mr. Pravit Roykaew, expressed appreciation to Cambodian
delegates and agreed for the meeting to focus on the Plan of Action for the next two years.
The Chair further emphasized for the SOP and POA to focus on enhancing the prosecution of
offenders and improving protection services for victims of trafficking. The Chair highlighted
the increased number and complexity of cases which not only involve victims from Cambodia
and Thailand, but also other nationalities.

2. Discussion

a)

b)

Master of Ceremony, Mr. Rachaphon, invited the Chair on behalf of the Royal Government of

Cambodia to present the draft of POA.
Chair of meeting H.E Chou Bun Eng, the Royal Government of Cambodia, presented the draft

POA proposed by Cambodia party for 2022-2024. The Chair proposed for the first POA to be
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assigned to the designated focal point of the Central Cooperation Center, as mandated by
Annex 1.

Chair of meeting DDG Pravit Roykaew from the Government of the Kingdom of Thailand
confirmed the first action point to appoint a focal point to lead the further establishment of
the Central Cooperation Center, as mandated by Annex 1.

In response, Chair of meeting H.E Chou Bun Eng, the Royal Government of Cambodia,
proposed point two of the POA: to draft and finalize the guidelines of roles and responsibilities
of the Central Cooperation Center.

Chair of meeting DDG Pravit Roykaew, Government of the Kingdom of Thailand, stressed on
the need to assign more time to identify the focal points who will be responsible for
establishing the Central Cooperation Center. He also asserted the need to organize additional
national consultations, as well as the need to better understand the legal procedures in both
countries before designing the roles and responsibilities.

Chair of meeting H.E Chou Bun Eng, the Royal Government of Cambodia, agreed with the
proposal, noting the importance of sharing exchanges and expertise regarding legal
proceeding and victim protection mechanisms. The chair proposed this activity to be done in
2022.

Chair of meeting DDG Pravit Roykaew, Government of the Kingdom of Thailand, agreed to
organize the bilateral workshop in 2022.

Chair of meeting H.E Chou Bun Eng, Royal Government of Cambodia, proposed to finalize roles
and responsibilities of the Coordination Center by 2022.

Chair of meeting DDG Pravit Roykaew, Government of the Kingdom of Thailand, agreed to
finalized role and responsibilities in 2022.

Mr. Ratchapon suggested revising the agenda to discuss what can be achieved in the short-
term, until the end of 2022. The discussion for the development of the full POA can be
postponed until the end of this year.

Chair of meeting H.E Chou Bun Eng, Royal Government of Cambodia, responded that the key
priority areas are to assign the institution, focal person and members of the Central
Cooperation Center, organize a seminar on information sharing, finalize the roles and
responsibilities of members of the Central Cooperation Center, and draft the long-term POA
(following the bilateral seminar).

Chair of meeting DDG Pravit Roykaew, Government of the Kingdom of Thailand, agreed to this
approach. Chair DDG Pravit Roykaew further emphasized that both parties should also pay
attention to the selection of participants of the bilateral workshop because they should be
able to decide on the implementation of the activities to be included in the POA and will be
responsible for the work under the SOP,

Mr. Ratchapon confirmed that the Thailand party will finalize the name of members of the
Central Cooperation Center by the end of October 2022.

Chair of meeting H.E Chou Bun Eng, Royal Government of Cambodia, expressed appreciation
to the Thailand party for their commitments to finalize the members of the Central
Cooperation Center by October 2022. The Chair proposed to discuss the bilateral seminar for
sharing information by the end of this year in Cambodia party; two-three days and both
countries need to work on preparing the concept note and agenda for the bilateral seminar.
Chair of meeting DDG Pravit Roykaew, Government of the Kingdom of Thailand, agreed to
organize the bilateral seminar in 2022. The Chair suggested having the meeting for three days,
with the first day focusing on learning each country’s systems, including investigation,
screening, identification, and protection procedures. The next two days to draft plan of action
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and determine next steps of the implementation of SOP. The Chair also suggested having the
seminar by the end of this year.

Mr. Ratchapon agreed that the seminar can be two-three days and focus on the drafting of
the POA. Mr. Ratchapon emphasized the need from Thailand and Cambodia parties to discuss
with key partners at national level, including IOM. Mr. Ratchapon further confirmed that
Thailand party will be able to assign a focal point and agencies of the Central Cooperation
Center from Thailand party by the end of October and will bring the competent officials to the
bilateral seminar planned in 2022.

Chair of meeting H.E Chou Bun Eng, Royal Government of Cambodia, expressed appreciation
for the confirmation of Thailand party and emphasized that preparation is needed for the
bilateral seminar in November. The Chair suggested to have a meeting by the end of
November since in December the Royal Government of Cambodia will be preoccupied with
other matters. The Chair agreed to organize the meeting by the end of November 2022.
Saskia Kok (IOM Thailand) expressed 10M’s commitment and technical/financial support
towards the further implementation of the SOP and its POA, including for the next meeting(s).
Chair of meeting H.E Chou Bun Eng highlighted that since IOM is the Secretariat of the Global
Compact, IOM should be responsible to prepare the bilateral seminar and mentioned that
Cambodia party will also work with the ASEAN ACT and other organizations on this. She
highlighted the positive intentions of the Cambodia party.

Chair of meeting DDG Pravit Roykaew, Government of the Kingdom of Thailand, expressed
appreciation to IOM for the continuous support and highlighted the positive progress that has
been achieved for the development of the NRM, highlighting Thailand has been upgraded to
Tier 2 (US TIP Report 2022). The Chair further mentioned that he does not object to the
bilateral seminar being held in Cambodia, noting Thailand party must still decide who will be
the delegates of this bilateral workshop. In October, there will be a rotation of management
in Thailand. While the representative agencies will remain the same, the individual delegates
may be changed. Thailand party is finalizing the forms of screening and identification prosses
under the National Referral Mechanism, and Cambodia party will be the first country it will be
shared with. The Chair confirmed his intention to finalize the forms by the end of November,
as December is a busy month for Thailand. The Chair will confirm the names of the participants
of the workshop as soon as possible.

The Chair of meeting H.E Chou Bun Eng, Royal Government of Cambodia, expressed
appreciation for the response from the Thailand party. The Chair informed participants that
on 7-9 November, Cambodia party will observe national holidays (National Independent Day
and Water Festival). Cambodia party agreed to host the meeting by end of November. The
Chair mentioned that Cambodia party will prepare the forms and documents. The chair asked
IOM if this would be okay for IOM.

The Chair further emphasized that 2022 will be the right time to strengthen the partnership
between the two countries. Cambodia party emphasized the will to support the partnership
by sharing relevant information. By November, both countries will aim to finalize the
appointment of agencies of the Central Cooperation Center and appoint the delegation who
will attend the bilateral seminar in November. The chair requested IOM and partners to help
bring in international insights and best practices considering crimes related to TIP take place
beyond the two countries. The Chair requested I0M'’s support to present regional or global
best practices and international standards during the next meetings. With IOM’s support,
Cambodia and Thailand parties will establish and strengthen good standards.

Chair of meeting H.E Chou Bun Eng, Royal Government of Cambodia, concluded the meeting
and informed that the next part of the agenda will address the minutes of the meeting.



3  Keyresults

a) All delegates agreed to conclude the meeting and postpone the discussion of the long-term
POA during the workshop in November 2022. Identified next steps under the workplan until
the end of 2022 were adopted, highlighting below actions:

| Activities | Responsible party Timeframe Expected results
1.1 fAssign focal points and relevant oyal Government of By end of October  [Draft of Annex 1
members of the “Central mbodia 2022 completed
Cooperation Center (CCC)” mment of the Kingdom
iland
1.2 [Draft Annex 1 on the structure and [Royal Government of By end of October  [Draft of Annex 1
communication channels forthe  [Cambodia 2022 completed
CCC. lGovernment of the Kingdom
Thailand
1.3 [Commence and ensure preparation [Royal Government of October-November [Content, date, venue,
nd planning for bilateral mbodia 2022 participants
rkshop overnment of the Kingdom fconfirmed
ailand
OM
1.4 Organize a three-day bilateral oyal Government of End of November in [Long-term Plan of
seminar to exchange knowledge andlCambodia Cambodia (date Action to implement
information on legal overnment of the Kingdom [TBC) the SOP on LEC
procedures/rights and common ailand drafted
practice in protecting victims of oM
trafficking

b) The Chair of the meeting H.E Chou Bun Eng agreed to provide time to IOM until 13.30 to

finalize the meeting minutes.

c) Both countries agreed to discuss the meeting minutes at 13.30 for delegates’ approval.

d) Adoption of the meeting minutes.

Deputy Director General of Department of
Trafficking in Persons Litigation, Office of Attorney
General of the Government of the Kingdom of
Thailand
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Mr. Pravit Roykeaw

Bangkok, Thursday, 26 Aug 2022

Secretary of State of the Ministry of Interior and
Permanent Vice Chairperson of the National
Committee for Counter Trafficking of the Royal

Government of Cambodia

H.E. Chou Bun En




